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To Participants and Parents: 
 
Please read this document carefully.  It contains important information about your trip and affects your 
legal rights in the event of an injury or other loss.  Your signatures below will reflect that you have read 
and understand its contents and agree to its terms.  The document must be signed by the Participant and 
by at least one parent or guardian of the Participant. The Parent or Guardian (referred to in this agreement 
as “Parent”) signs for himself or herself and on behalf of a participating child who is under 18 years of 
age.  “I” or “we”, below, refers to all who sign this document, unless otherwise indicated.   
 
                                      AGREEMENT FOR PARTICIPANTS AND PARENTS 
  
In consideration of the services of Surf & Service Panama, a program of Knowledge on the Run LLC, I 
acknowledge and agree, for myself and on behalf of a minor Participant for whom I sign, as follows: 
  
Activities and Risks 
 
The activities of the Surf & Service Panama and other Knowledge on the Run programs include hiking, 
rafting, surfing, and river and stream crossings, on and over rough, unstable terrain, including moderate 
altitudes and in remote environments.  Activities may occur in the vicinity of volcanic activity. 
 
The activities are subject to the unpredictable forces of nature, including sun, wind, rain, lightning, 
earthquakes, hail and flash floods. 
 
Risks of activities and associated travel both international and domestic, include those usually associated 
with these activities, including slips, falls (including from unprotected heights), falling objects, burns, 
cuts, bites, allergic reactions, sunburn, frost bite, hypothermia, illnesses (including caused by altitude, 
water contamination and exposure to natural elements,) sprains, fractures, abrasions, and other trauma, 
and even death, including by drowning. 
 
Dangerous plants, animals, and reptiles may be encountered. 
 
Equipment, though reasonably maintained, may fail. 
 
Knowledge on the Run executives and facilitators carry cell phones for communication from the sites of 
activities. No communication device is totally reliable in the environments in which Knowledge on the 
Run travels, and cell phone use may be limited or unavailable in certain weather conditions and terrain. 
Small groups of students may be separated from the trip’s cell phone or phones from time to time.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Emergency first aid equipment may not be immediately available, and definitive care may be at such a 
distance from an injury or illness as to delay prompt treatment. 
  
Certain aspects of the activities, including surfing or rafting and travel by air, bus, boat, and water, may 
be conducted by independent contractors, who are not employees of the program, and for whose 
performance Knowledge on the Run is not responsible. 
While believed to be competent for the reasonably anticipated requirements of the activities, Knowledge 
on the Run chaperones are not professional outdoors guides.  They are not infallible, and participants may 
be subject to errors of judgment of staff members.  Participants, too, may be careless, including failing to 
follow instructions. 



 
 
 

2 
  
 
 
  

 
I acknowledge that engaging in activities may require a degree of skill and knowledge not required in 
other activities with which I may be familiar; that participants have responsibilities for their own well-
being and that of others; and that Knowledge on the Run activities are at times instructional in nature and 
participants will be challenged to expand their skills and judgment. I acknowledge that the chaperones of 
Knowledge on the Run have been available to more fully explain the nature and physical demands of this 
activity and the inherent and other risks, hazards, and dangers associated with this activity. 
 
I understand that the risks described above are inherent to the program and its scheduled and unscheduled 
activities, and that, without such risks, the activities would lose their essential nature and value to the 
participants. 
 

Acknowledgment and Assumption of Inherent and Other Risks 
 
I acknowledge that the description above of inherent risks is not complete and that other unknown or unanticipated 
risks, inherent and otherwise, may result in property loss, injury or death.  I acknowledge that participation in this 
activity is purely voluntary, and in spite of and with knowledge of the inherent and other risks involved.  I expressly 
acknowledge and assume the inherent risks described above, and all other risks of Participant’s Knowledge 
on the Run activity, inherent or otherwise. 
 

Agreements of Release and Indemnity, and Additional Provisions 
If I am an adult Participant or the Parent of a minor Participant I agree, for myself and on behalf of the 
minor Participant for whom I sign, as follows: 
I release and discharge (agreeing to make no claim, and not to sue) Knowledge on the Run LLC, its agents, 
employees, trustees, officers, directors, owners and all others associated with it (individually and 
collectively referred to as “Released Parties”) from all claims of injury or loss which I, or the minor child 
for whom I sign, may suffer, arising out of or in any way connected with my, or the child’s, enrollment or 
participation in an activity of  Knowledge on the Run Surf & Service Panama.                                                                                                             
In addition, I agree to indemnify (that is, defend and satisfy by payment or reimbursement, including costs 
and attorney’s fees) Released Parties from any claim of loss, injury or death, brought at any time by or on 
behalf of the child for whom I sign, a co-participant in the activities, a rescuer, a member of my, or the 
minor child’s, family, or anyone else, arising out of or in any way connected to my, or the child’s, 
enrollment or participation in an activity of Knowledge on the Run Surf & Service Panama. 
These agreements of release and indemnity include loss or damage caused or claimed to be caused, 
in whole or in part, by the negligence of a Released Party. I understand that in signing this document I 
surrender, for myself and on behalf of a child for whom I sign, the right to make a claim or file a lawsuit 
against a Released Party for personal injury or property damage, wrongful death, or otherwise, except in 
cases of intentional wrongs or the gross negligence of a Released Party. 
   
                              ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 
 
Participant, including minor Participant, and Parent, have read and understand the information contained 
in the material provided by the Knowledge on the Run Surf & Service Panama and related activities. 
 
As we do not at this time require medical professionals to verify past or current physical or psychological 
condition that might affect participation in the activities, other than as described on the medical form, we 
expect that parents will inform the trip director of “need-to-know” information.  The medical information 
given to Knowledge on the Run is true, and all pertinent medical conditions have been disclosed. 
Knowledge on the Run will be informed of any such medical conditions that may arise between now and 
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the commencement of the trip.  Participant is fully capable of participating in the program, without causing 
harm to himself or herself, or to others. 
 
Knowledge on the Run is authorized to obtain or provide emergency hospitalization, surgical or other 
medical care for Participant. Parent will be responsible for all related costs.  Knowledge on the Run and 
medical care providers who render medical assistance to Participant on the trip are authorized to exchange 
information regarding Participant’s medical condition, including diagnosis and treatment. 
 
Parent agrees to be responsible for all loss or damage caused by Participant to property of others, including 
to places of lodging, vehicles and restaurants. 
 
Any dispute between Knowledge on the Run LLC or other Released Party and Participant, or Parent, shall 
be governed by the substantive laws (not including the laws which might apply the laws of another 
jurisdiction) of the State of Texas, and any mediation or suit shall occur or be filed only in Harris County, 
Texas.  If the parties to this agreement have a legal dispute which cannot be settled by negotiation, the 
parties will attempt to settle the dispute through mediation before a mutually acceptable mediator whose 
name appears on the registry of names recognized by Harris County, Texas courts as persons qualified for 
mediation assignments.  To the extent mediation does not result in a resolution, the dispute will be 
submitted to binding arbitration through the American Arbitration Association in Houston, Harris County, 
Texas.  Parent agrees to pay all costs and attorneys’ fees incurred by Knowledge on the Run LLC in 
defending a claim or suit, if the claim or suit is withdrawn or to the extent a court or arbitration determines 
that Knowledge on the Run LLC is not responsible for the injury or loss. 
 
If any part of this agreement is found by a court or other appropriate authority to be invalid, the remainder 
of the agreement nevertheless will be in full force and effect.  This agreement is entered into voluntarily, 
after careful consideration and is binding upon the persons signing below, their heirs, executors, 
administrators, wards, minor children and other family members. 
 

Behavior- Sex, Alcohol, Drug Policy Knowledge on the Run Surf & Service Panama Trip 
 
This is a Knowledge on the Run trip, a Houston based company, and as such, all discipline policies 
concerning drugs and alcohol are the same as if we were in Houston, TX. Chaperones bring a breathalyzer 
and students may be subject to random testing. Additionally, students shall agree not to engage in activities 
of a sexual nature while under Knowledge on the Run LLC supervision. Other rules apply consistent with 
school trips including curfews, appropriate language, buddy systems, and work expectations.  Any 
violation in those areas will be result in an early flight home at parents’ expense. 
 
We look forward to a great trip! 
 
Fondly, 
 
 
Morgan Thomas Bernard  
 
 

 
Agreement and Release and B-SAD Signature Page Copy 
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PARTICIPANT AND THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF A MINOR PARTICIPANT HAVE 
RECEIVED AND READ ALL 3 PAGES OF THIS DOCUMENT CAREFULLY AND UNDERSTAND 
AND AGREE TO ITS TERMS INCLUDING THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ASSUMPTION OF 
RISKS, AGREEMENTS OF RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AND THE ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS, 
ABOVE.  IN ADDITION, PURSUINT TO THE POLICY ON BEHAVIOR, ALCOHOL, SEX, AND 
DRUGS, 
 
I, (STUDENT)____________________________, understand that the Surf & Service Panama trip is a 
school affiliated trip with school discipline policies in force. If I violate the policies particularly those 
regarding behavior, sex, alcohol, or drugs, I will be sent home at my parents’ expense and will face 
disciplinary action according to school policy. 
 
I, (PARENT/S) ____________________________, understand and support the discipline policy that my 
child will be under during the Surf & Service Panama trip.  I will support the decisions of the trip 
chaperones. 
 
  
NAME OF PARTICIPANT:  _____________________________________________________                                                                                                  
 
NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN: ________________________________________________                                                                         
 
ADDRESS:    __________________________________________________________________                                                                                                           
 
CITY:    __________________________    STATE/ZIP: _______________________________                                                       
 
PHONE:  _____________________________________________________________________                                   
 
 
                                                                                         _  _______ ___________ 
Participant Signature       Date  Age 
 
At least one parent (or guardian) must sign below if the participant is under 18 years of age to reflect their 
understanding and agreement, for themselves and on behalf of the participant, to the provisions of the 
Acknowledgments and Assumptions of Risks, Agreements of Release and Indemnity and additional 
provisions, above, including, though not exclusively their agreements to release and indemnify the 
Released Parties, and the B-SAD Agreement as stated above. 
 
 
                                                                                         _  _______ 
Parent or Guardian       Date   
 
                                                                                                                                                         
 


